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Information Disclosure Statement 

Sir: 

This subject hiformation Disclosure Statement is submitted in coimection with 
applicants' continuing duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56. This Information 
Disclosure Statement (IDS) before the mailing date of any final action, notice of 
allowance or action that otherwise closes prosecution. This IDS is submitted with the fee 
set forth under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p), thus a Certification under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) is not 
required. 

The fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) of $180.00 is paid by credit card (Fomi PTO- 
2038 enclosed). Please charge any shortage in fees due in comiection with the filing of 
this paper, including Extension of Time fees, to Deposit Account 14.1437. Please credit 
any excess fees to such account. 

Listing of Relevant Documents 

The relevant documents are listed in the attached Form PTO/SB/08. 



IDS 



1 of 2 



080922 



10/731,168 



Thate et al. 



54129 



Remarks 



The reference cited in this IDS is US 2002/0071980 Al by Tabata et al. 
Applicants present this reference so that the Patent Office may, in the first instance, 
determine any relevancy thereof to the presently claimed invention, see Beckman 
Instruments. Inc. v. Chemtronics. hic. 439 F.2d 1369, 1380, 165 USPQ 355, 364 (5tla 
Cir. 1970). Also see Patent Office Rule 104. Apphcants respectfully request that this 
reference be expressly considered during the prosecution of this apphcation and made of 
record herein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue herefrom. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention 
over any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may 
not be prior art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the 
teachings purportedly offered. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made, or an admission that the information cited is, 
or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that the information is analogous to the 
subject matter of the present invention, or that no other material information exists. 
Further, tlie filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an 
admission against interest in any manner. 

Novak Druce + Quigg, LLP Respectfully submitted, 

1 300 Eye St. N. W. Novak Druce + Quigg, LLP 



Suite 1000 West 
Washington, D.C. 20005 




Phone: (202) 659-0100 
Fax: (202) 659-0105 



Michael P. Byrne 
Registration No. 54,015 
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